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Wings and Wayzata Form Academy Alliance
March 2008 -- The Wings Soccer Club (Wings) and Wayzata Soccer Club (Wayzata) have agreed to collaborate in forming a U13, U14/15 boys and girls soccer academy program, to be called the West Futbol Academy (“West Academy”).   The clubs believe that combining their resources is fundamentally the right thing to do for the development of the game and our players. “This is an exciting opportunity for our two organizations and the kids will reap benefits,” said Manny Sanchez, Wings SC Director of Coaching.  Sanchez also stated that "this is an opportunity for two organizations to join together in an effort to establish a superior presence in Minnesota and at the Regional and National level.”
The two club Directors feel that there are numerous benefits in aligning Club interests, include providing opportunities for our players to continue to grow within our clubs without having to leave their current teams to be part of this new and exciting program.  Pooling qualified professional coaches, creating highly competitive teams for regional and national championships competition, and providing opportunities for players to develop the highest level possible are all important to improving the state of Minnesota soccer.

Wayzata SC Coaching Director Tony Peszneker says “I am very excited to be a part of the West Academy and to work with former professional teammate and current Wings Coaching Director Manny Sanchez as we want to show everyone how well our two clubs can work together to provide more training and playing opportunities for our top players.  The dedicated players do not need to look any further than our West Academy to get all the high level training, travel opportunities and exposure to top tournaments throughout the USA”.

The West Futbol Academy will register its players through US Club Soccer, which will not affect the player’s eligibility with their home club team.  This means the players will still be able to compete in the US Youth Soccer (MYSA) State Cup competition and advance to Regional and National Championships with Wings or Wayzata.

The Academy will hold tryouts for three teams in its inaugural year.  A pool of players will be selected for the U13 and U14/15 Girls teams and a U13/14 Boys team. The Academy will roster up to a maximum of 26 players per team.  This will give the teams a large pool of players should schedule conflicts arise with their club teams.  The Academy will work to ensure that there are no conflicts between the players’ home club team and academy competitions.  Having a 26 player pool will help in managing potential conflicts.  The tryouts are set take place on April 12, 2008 at 9:00 AM for the U13 Girls and U13/14 Boys.  The tryout for the U14/15 Girls team is scheduled for April 15, 2008 qt 6:00 PM.  Both tryout sessions will be held at the Plymouth Dome. 
Academy will hold one to two pool training sessions a week that would be open to all players in the program.  The training sessions will be overseen by the two Academy USSF “A” Licensed Directors. Manny Sanchez will be the head coach for the U14/15 Girls, Tony Peszneker will coach the U13 Girls.  Both Directors will oversee the U13/14 Boys team who will be coached by Lev Buslovich and Dominic Duenas.  The two Directors will also assign staff coaches to each team from the pool of qualified, experienced and Nationally Licensed coaches that has been created from the two clubs staff coaches.
Teams will compete in the US Club Regional (Boise Idaho July 5-8, 2008) and National Championships (July 26-29, 2008) if they advance.  They may also attend other high level events as scheduled by the Directors. All pool players will also attend a mini-camp (3-4 days) prior to attending the Regional Tournament.

To learn about the West Futbol Academy program go to the Wings or Wayzata web sites and click on the West Futbol Academy Program, for an overview and detailed explanation of the program.
The two clubs look forward to providing all its players a positive, progressive and successful environment in creating this alliance.
 
